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28 March 2017 
 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I am delighted to announce that, following a rigorous recruitment process, the governors have 
appointed Geraldine Santiago to become headteacher of Blanche Nevile School from September 
2017. 
 
Geraldine is currently deputy headteacher at Shaftsbury High School in Harrow. She has an extensive 
background in SEN across both primary and secondary provision for children and young people aged 
3 – 25. Geraldine has the experience to lead the whole school, but also the attributes to learn about 
Blanche Nevile and to embrace and promote our values of bi-lingualism and inclusion. 
 
As you know, our current headteacher Veronica Held will retire at the end of this term. On behalf of 
the school and the governors, I would like to thank Ms Held for the contribution that she has made to 
Blanche Nevile over the last 9 years. She has made an enormous contribution to the lives of countless 
young people, and in making Blanche Nevile the safe and happy place that it is today.  
 
Until Geraldine takes up her post this autumn, I am pleased to say that William Dean – headteacher 
of our partner school, Highgate Primary – has agreed to be our acting headteacher across the 
summer term. William will continue to be supported by Chloe Bedford and Jeff Drew, our deputy 
headteachers for primary and secondary; and there will be some additional support for secondary 
from Fortismere School, including some time from our former deputy headteacher Jo Davey. This will 
give us the support and continuity that we need during the transition. 
 
I know that Geraldine will be a fantastic headteacher for Blanche Nevile School and very much look 
forward to introducing her to you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jonathan Duff 
Chair of Governors 
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