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Friday 5th June 2020
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Pupils
I hope that you all remain safe and well during these difficult times.
I would like to start by saying a huge thank you to my Senior Leadership Team, School Business Manager and staff who
have been a huge support to me in keeping the school open. Not only are we open for an increasing number of our
pupils but we are also providing meaningful home learning opportunities. I am extremely proud that, despite the extremely challenging situation we find ourselves in, we have moments of joy every day when we see how happy our children are to come to school. It has also been a privilege to say ‘hello’ to so many of you in your own homes when I am
able to join our regular video calls to our families.
We continue to operate a shorter school day at our Secondary site and are open to pupils from 9:30 to 13:30. Over the
next few weeks we will be phoning you to discuss the possibility of more pupils attending school. This will be done in
line with the government’s guidance therefore we will prioritise EYFS, Year 1, Year 6 and Year 10.
I have completed an extremely detailed Risk Assessment which has been shared with the Local Authority and the Governing Body. This is a working document and is continuously updated. I am confident that we have done everything we
can to make school as safe as it can be with the information currently available to us.
I must also thank colleagues for contributing brilliantly to our online presence. Do check out our website, our Facebook
page and our new You Tube channel. The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) has been hugely complimentary and
I know that people across the UK and beyond have enjoyed the BSL Signed Stories, the Wednesday Workout etc.
Please continue to stay in touch and do not hesitate to contact us if we can help. We love hearing from you and I send
you and your families my very best wishes during these uncertain and unprecedented times.

Heulwen Rees
Headteacher

I hope you all had a lovely half-term and you and your families are well. We have settled in well to our new 'home' at Secondary and we are enjoying being on one site. This is the first time in our 125 years that both our Primary and Secondary
pupils have been on one site! So this is a historic first for our school.
It has been lovely to see all of the fantastic learning your children have been uploading to their Seesaw accounts and we
thank you for embracing this new way of learning. Remember to follow us on our social media platforms for activities you
can join in at home. Keep an eye on our website too as we are regularly adding more useful links. As always, thank you for
your continued support.

Kathryn McCarthy

Assistant Headteacher (Primary)
The glorious weather helped me to enjoy half term despite not being able to go very far. I hope you’re getting out for exercise every day. I’m looking forward to seeing more wonderful art, textiles and science challenges on our social media
platforms. Thank you to the staff, students and parents who are working so well in this new way. Let’s hope we get to work
together at school before too long.

Teressa Willis
Acting Assistant Headteacher (Secondary)

Mrs Christian writes:

Omar Writes:

Art & Design
We have loved receiving your entries to the fortnightly BNS Art &
Design Challenges. There have
now been 4 completed Challenges; ‘Rainbows’, ‘Animals’, ‘Peace/
Love’, ‘Food’ and the fifth Challenge ‘Weather’, has been sent to
students this week.
Well done everyone, your creative, imaginative, resourceful art
and design work is truly amazing.
This image below shows only a small selection of the art and
design work. You can see the many different ways students
have been making their work; some have used pencil, paint,
fabric, paper, computer, wool, windows, food, even clothes!
Well done everyone, fantastic ideas!
Please look at BNS Facebook to see the full galleries and enjoy
the students’ work.

Years 5 and 6 have been doing some fantastic home learning
and there have been many wonderful contributions on Seesaw.
I want to say very well done to my class for all your amazing
hard work at home! We have also been uploading the classic
story ‘Wind in the Willows’ in parts on Seesaw, in both spoken
language and BSL, for you to enjoy at home. Please carry on
with your superb efforts and I really look forward to seeing everyone again!'

Miss Donovan writes:
It has been great working with a number of students on our
fossil dinosaur project, where we made our own fossils. We are
continuing to use our engineering skills to recreate Monet’s
famous Waterlily pond painting. More on this next time.
Miss Daly writes:
The class of 2020
Every year we plan a wonderful Year 11 Leavers’ Celebration
Evening. This year because of the pandemic our plans have had
to change.
Year 11 pupils understand why they cannot sit their exams and
why their final farewells may not be the same and have handled
these challenges well.
Mekhi, Zak, Shimon and Aodhan have been very well organised.
They have been interviewed by Harrow College. and have all
been accepted on their chosen courses. They are using their
time away from school to study GCSE Maths as they plan to
take this exam at college.
Mrs Demirci ,Mr Gathani and I all wish our Year 11 Leavers every success at college and will let you know how these very special students get on. The Class of 2020 are possibly the most
unique group of leavers in the 125 year history of Blanche
Nevile School!

Miss Worthington Writes:
During the last few weeks I have created some mindfulness videos. My favourite was an M&M challenge about gratitude. The
lockdown has given me more time to reflect on things for which
I am grateful. Here are my top three:
1. Sleeping In
2. Afternoon walks in the park
3. My health
I hope you have also found the time to practice some mindfulness and reflect on what makes you grateful. Let me know!

Ms Antoniewicz Writes:
I miss you Year 7. Well done for doing so much work at home
and to all you marvellous mathematicians, keep going on I XL!

Rose Writes:
Well, it is strange not seeing Years 3 and 4 every day, but I am
enjoying all the work they are putting on Seesaw. I’m very
proud of our children doing their work at home.
They have been practising their maths, spellings and writing,
and watching Richard’s BSL story time every week. The
Wednesday workouts from Nick and Okan have been helping us
to stay healthy!
My pupils have sent in some fantastic BSL videos! I love the
photos and videos of your science experiments and art pieces
too; they’re great. Ben, Omar and I have had fun filming stories
(we do miss story time). If you have any stories you want us to
read for you, just ask!
At the weekend, I have been learning how to solve a Rubik’s cube.
Have you done any good puzzles
lately?

Sharon Writes:
I’m so happy to be back at school but I miss you ,my Year 2 pupils, even more. At least I get to see your sunny smiles on our
video calls. I’ve really enjoyed seeing your work on See saw
especially the fabulous butterfly pictures. They are so colourful,
they brighten up my day. ‘See’ you soon.
Matt Writes:
Well done to all the Year 1 children for working so hard with
their home learning. You have all been sending lovely work and
I have enjoyed seeing all of your videos and pictures!
Thank you to all the Year 1 families for all being such a big support whilst the children have been learning at home! It’s hugely
appreciated by me and your children!
I’ve really enjoyed our regular video calls to catch-up and see
how you are all doing and am looking forward to our future
calls! Stay safe and I hope you are all well! Best wishes!

Emily Writes:
Hello! I'm missing you all terribly. I'm looking forward to the
day our Blanche Nevile Family reunite again. For now I hope you
are all keeping safe and looking after yourselves and your families/friends. Many of you have been doing some lovely learning via Seesaw. Well done! Keep up the good work. Emily :) p.s.
Keep reading! It's important.

